We Will All Die
W

e will all die. There is no second opinion about it. Death is
what unites us more than anything. Birth separates us, for we all come
in through diﬀerent homes and cultures.
But death levels the playing field. Solomon
alludes to this function of death when he
sadly recognizes that “a living dog is better
than a dead lion” (Ecclesiastes 9:4). The
reason for this reality is that when dead we
are nothing—no more than dust.
We all struggle with that tough reality. It
is a perspective that is diﬃcult to face and
diﬃcult to realize. We have thus fallen
into one of two temptations. The first
is that we do not recognize the reality of
death and imagine that death, as an end,
does not happen. We think that we do not
really die, and that after death something
of ourselves, the soul, will continue to live.
This is the discourse of many religions
and philosophies which try to comfort us
about death by saying that we “shall not
surely die” but that our soul will take oﬀ to
heaven and enjoy eternity there.

The second temptation is that we recognize
the reality of death and argue that death
is a normal process, a natural part of life.
This is the discourse of the proponents of
evolution who proclaim that death is not
only unavoidable, but it is necessary. The
Bible stands against both alternatives. On
the one hand, death is recognized as a reality. The Bible aﬃrms that there is nothing
after death. When we die, we have reached
the end. Nothing remains, not even the
spiritual dimension within us. The Bible
never speaks about the immortality of the
soul. On the other hand, death is not accepted as such; it is a sad and evil reality
that should be overcome.
The Bible dares to confront death not only
with lucidity against the false comforters
of religion, but also with hope against the
false theories of atheistic evolution. One
day, death will be overcome. Then the God
of life, the Creator Himself, will wipe away
the tears of the mourners.
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